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2012: EU Parliament declared that Member States should  

encourage chess in schools

2014: ECU Education Commission was  created to lead the  

development of chess in schools (CiS) in Europe

• for educational purposes

• to develop social and intellectual skills

President: Zurab Azmaiparashvili  

(Georgia)
Founded 1985, currently 54 countries
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Information Gathering

o Talking to Federations
o Chess in Schools organisations  Networking

o Conferences

o Survey





o Chess in Schools is a rapidly growing movement

o There is huge diversity in how CiS is implemented

o ECU should create a European standard for CiS

o Important to establish chess as a pedagogic tool

o Need for training and certification in didactic skills

Survey  

Conclusions
Education Commission
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National Chess Curriculum

o Each country determines its own 

national  curriculum

o Curricula differ according to the didactic 

styles,  education system and national chess 

culture

o All curricula cover chess basics and include 

teacher  resources and pupil workbooks

o Most curricula lack insight into didactical 

methods
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Chess accepted as an educational tool for all

o New standards for how to teach chess

o Improved academic performance (per research)

o Chess within the timetable (but not compulsory)

o Transversal chess (integrate into other subjects)

o Chess as a specialist profile for schools

Objectives

Education Commission
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Survey

Education Commission Conclusions

Chess in Schools is a rapidly growing movement  

There is huge diversity in how CiS is implemented  

Important to establish chess as a pedagogic tool  

Need for training in didactic skills

ECU needs to create new standards forCiS
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Full Educational Concept

Pupil Workbooks

Teacher Books

Chess Teacher  

Newsletter

Instructional  

Videos

Teacher Training

Certification  

registered online

Classroom  

Materials

• Teacher

• Children



ECU Work Groups

Conferences

Training 

Courses

Newsletter

Media and  

Marketing

School

Competitions

Special  

Advisors



School Chess Teacher Course
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ECU Certificate



Chess and Mathematics Course



ECU Certificated Teacher Training Courses



Course Feedback

Enjoy Course?

Meet expectations?

Recommend?

Know benefits of chess?

More confident to teach?

Clear on methods?  

Tutor presentations?

100%
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Planned Extension Courses

Special Needs

Social Integration

ChessTraining

Mat hemat ics

Early Years

Chess  

Didact ics





Targeted at Chess Teachers, Tutors and Schools in Europe

Published fortnightly during the school term  7 

languages:

English  

French

German  

Spanish

Dutch  

Italian

Swedish

[Russian planned]

10,000 on circulation list

A network for Europe

Newsletter

Education Commission
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London Chess Conference



oA Role for FIDE in Education

oChess in Education Strategy

oChess Mathematics Exercisers

oChess and Intuition

oThe Future of Chess Clubs

oThe Benefits of Chess for Children

London Chess Conference
Dec 2018



CASCADE Project

o Target age pupils 3-11

o Supports a virtuous model of school activity

o Share, improve & implement good practices

o Can be used by each EU country

o Train teachers to teach chess or “psychomotor education on a 

giant chessboard”

o Within school hours

o Led by Italy



Chess Projects in Russia
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White Rook
Largest school team Tournament in Russia

400 children (100 teams from Russia and other countries)  
Sochi, June 1-10 each year



11 regions of Russia  

include chess in  school 

curriculum

2,139 school  teachers 

graduated  with 

certificates  from Russian 

Chess  Federation

70,343 school  pupils have 

FIDE ID  after studying  

chess on the first  level

1,124 schools received

chess equipment

Project “Chess at Schools”
Sponsored by  

Timchenko’s Fund  

since 2014



Annual Sochi “Chess Education” Conference
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o 1,000 school teachers participate in the contest for the  best 

chess lessons

o 200 best teachers were invited to Sochi for conference

o 20 winners were awarded Diplomas from Ministry of  

Education in Russia, money, and laptops

o 70 best chess lessons were published on the RCF site



“The Best School Chess Teacher”

o RCF annual contest for “The Best School Chess 

Teacher”

o 6 winners will be awarded total sum about €7,000

o All participants will be awarded certificate from RCF 

and Ministry  of Education in Russia

o Regulations of Contest sent to all Russian schools
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Distance Learning Course  

for School Teachers
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o RCF Agreement with Russian State Pedagogical University

o Distance learning for school teachers in Primary Schools

o Program  has  several levels: 18, 36, 72, 108,  144  hours

o Techniques for teaching chess in primary schools



Tigran Petrosyan, 

9th World Chess Champion
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VIDEO

Ролик Джеспера.docx
Ролик Джеспера.docx
../../Chess in schools V04 SFX.mp4


Chess Education

in European Chess Union
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Alexander Kostyev

Member of ECU Education Commission  

Chess Education Subcommittee Chairman  

Russian Chess Federation

+7 903 796 41 76, +7 968 732 00 74

iscu@mail.ru, kostyev@ruchess.ru
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